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by In TV Ban on ‘Luther’ Film 
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a (Related story on page 6) 
hose As House Un-American Activities Committee Chairman Francis E. Walter, 
reli- in an exchange of telegrams with POAU Executive Director Glenn L. Archer, 
promised to consider an investigation of the subject, signs multiplied all 
around that no one was happy with the results of a ban placed by Chicago 
= Station WGN-TV on the showing of the motion picture, Martin Luther, 
which had originally been scheduled 
for a December 21 television debut 4, 
: gotry damages the cause of Cathol- 
are and State, — de. icism and the fellowship of man?” 
7 aces to numerous Frotestant Ce- Reporter Jack Mabley, writing in 
. nunciations of the cancellation were the Chicago Daily News of January 
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it peeavane, hema 8 rs = ner talking with responsible Catholics, 
a i ae = ane) 0 . ’ that they would like to have the pic- 
" New York Times Photo os — ture shown on television and see this 
by Spanish Foreign Minister Alberto Martin I am one of many Roman Cath- bitterness ended.” 
1 : . 
re Artajo, after a “United Nations Mass” on olics, I hope, who are appalled at the Ironically, the station—an affili- 
ce November 18 at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, New Shallow thinking of our Chicago ate of The Chicago Tribune—insisted 
ad York City, made this specially posed picture brethren who became a _ pressure that it hind caneaiied ‘the ‘eebiesie te 
ia for the newspapers, kneeling before Cardinal group protesting the showing. . . . d ms ] 
e- Spellman. Artajo, a leader of Catholic Action, If, as Catholics, we possess the truth order to prevent the deve opment 
he was not happy when his son recently became h ’ sntol ’ of any misunderstanding or ill will 
es a Protestant and joined the Evangelical Why do they resort to such intoler- ; 
on Church in Madrid. The gentleman in the ance in order to prohibit what they (Continued on page 6) 
background is the Chief of Protocol for the consider to be false from the begin- 
n- eg heaeagge What is he doing — — ning. We cannot deny the historical 
't know. Franco’s government has aske — ; ‘ 
7 the United States for $30,000,000 additional €Xistence of Luther and his founding { ‘Doctor’s Orders’ Keep 
na aid for 1957. of the Protestant Church. Do Chicago 
he e Catholics fear the facts of history? I Archer From Conference 
ch wonder if they realize how much their POAU Executive Director Glenn L. 
- Archer sent the following telegram 
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Prize Freedom Above Unity, Seek ae eee 
4 “Deeply regret that for first time 
nd Not Power, Kennedy Urges Churches prelim d ha dagent ry ~~ 
“ peryee pr gequs At same time 
4 A growing “lust for unity at too low a level” poses a threat to religious am gratified to know that the work 
d 3 A i 
a liberty in the United States, Gerald H. Kennedy, Methodist bishop of Los } f national ROAD is today so well dp 
e- Angeles, declared in his address on February 4 at POAU’s Ninth National Angeles as in other great cities ready 
ch Conference on Church and State, meeting in Los Angeles in the building of able and willing to promote the cause 
. the First Baptist Church. Bishop Kennedy spoke on “Separation and Free- ery a rye gene and pie: 
of dom” at a public mass meeting which eae worry ab contenu ae entity 
Im brought the first day of the two-day of the foundation principles of free- that the Ninth National Conference 
at conference to its climax. dom.” It would be just as reasonable on Church and State will be one of 
jor America’s multiplicity of sects, he to make all American soldiers wear the greatest ever. My heartfelt thanks 
said, is a natural consequence of the size 9) shoes because that happens be ai my be od oar in 
—— Separation of church and state, “one (Continued on page 7) : 
































* Editorial ¢ 
Brainwashing 


Our intrepid contemporary, The 
Texas Catholic, has come up with a 
rather startling editorial called 
“Brainwashing.” Describing Arch- 
bishop John F. O’Hara of Philadel- 
phia as “the greatest authority on 
education in this country,” partly be- 
cause he is a “‘statistician,”’ the edi- 
tor says: “He told us that the chil- 
dren who go through the public 
schools are brainwashed. That con- 
firms what we have surmised from 
experience with people. Whether 
Jew, Protestant or Catholic, any fam- 
ily we have known that has been for 
two or three generations in the pub- 
lic schools of this country has lost 
its ancestral religion.” 

We wonder whether the Texas edi- 
tor has checked his statistics with his 
statistical idol, Archbishop O’Hara. 
The great majority of the people of 
this country have “been for two or 
three generations in the public schools 
of this country.” Odd, isn’t it, that 
after this harrowing experience of al- 
leged anti-religious brainwashing the 
nation now has the highest percent- 
age of church membership in its en- 
tire history? All observers are agreed 
that we are in the midst of a church 
boom of unprecedented proportions. 
Never have American churches grown 
so fast in numbers or in wealth. And 
since the churches which are growing 
so fast are composed chiefly of the 
products of American public schools, 
the situation is puzzling. 


Ablutive Skills 


We are a little surprised also that 
a Catholic educational leader should 
venture to talk about brainwashing 
in American public schools. We had 
thought that the two greatest cranial 
rinsing agencies in the world were the 
Roman Catholic Church and the 
Communist movement. Narrow- 
minded Protestants and Jews some- 
times engage in the brainwashing of 
their children also, but they rarely 
attain to the ablutive skills of Com- 
munism or Catholicism. 

More than 90 per cent of the teach- 
ers in American elementary parochial 
schools are nuns who are systemat- 
ically brainwashed with repetitive 
ritual and denominational propa- 
ganda from morning to night, under 
a system of thought control that is 
a matter of official, written record. 
(Some of the mental tortures of the 
Catholic strait-jacket are described in 
the current bestseller, The Nun’s 
Story.) Ordinarily no nun is per- 
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mitted freely to choose her own news- 
papers, magazines, radio programs 
or books. She is never allowed to hear, 
if it can possibly be avoided, any in- 
dependent critical analysis of Catholic 
policy and doctrine. Intellectually, 
she lives in an ecclesiastical prison. 
Her “education” consists largely of 
repeated saturations of Catholic 
dogma, and if she shows the least 
sign of intellectual rebellion, she is 
shipped off to some clerical Siberia. 

Is it surprising that nuns who come 
from this brainwashed world should 
carry over into the parochial schools 
their philosophy of restricted think- 
ing? No, it isn’t. But it is surprising 
that the advocates of this system 
should impugn the free, American 
public schools for brainwashing. Peo- 
ple who live in a brainwashing lab- 
oratory should not throw surgical 
sponges.—P. B. 
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Lowell Sees Catholic 
Triumph Soon, Unless — 


“Parochial schools will be receiving 
full tax support within a period of 
ten years if Americans concerned for 
the principle of separation of church 
and state do not bestir themselves.” 
This was the prediction of The Rev. 
C. Stanley Lowell, associate director 
of POAU, in his address on February 
5 at the organization’s Ninth Na- 
tional Conference on Church and 
State, meeting in Los Angeles. Asso- 
ciate Director Lowell spoke on the 
second day of the two-day conference. 

“POAU,” he declared, “is the only 
organization in America devoted ex- 
clusively to the task of maintaining 
religious liberty as grounded in the 
separation of church and state. It in- 
vites the support of all American cit- 
izens of all creeds who believe in 
these principles.” 

The POAU official pointed to many 
violations of church-state separation 
which the organization had attempted 
to correct. “POAU makes careful 
studies of these violations and then 
attempts appropriate action to cor- 
rect them,” he explained. “The coun- 
try’s tax structure has been the sub- 
ject of close POAU scrutiny for over 
a year. The results of the study show 
shocking inequities where churches 
and church orders are concerned. 
Such businesses as distilleries, win- 
eries, bakeries, canneries, TV stations, 
radio stations and others operated by 
churches have not been required to 
pay the tax on ‘unrelated business in- 
come.’ There is also favoritism in re- 


gard to teachers and to chaplains ip 
the armed forces. Roman Catholic 
nuns engaged as teachers in the pub- 
lic schools are not subject to with- 
holding tax since their entire salary 
goes to their church. Roman Catholic 
nuns and members of religious orders 
serving as chaplains in the armed 
forces are not subject to income tax, 
Their entire check goes to their 
church without deductions. Protes- 
tant chaplains are required to pay 
the full tax, even though they may 
have heavy family obligations, 
whereas the Roman Catholic chap- 
lain has none.” 

“POAU is not a negative organi- 
zation as some have charged,” the 
speaker concluded. “It is a positive 
organization since it stands for the 
great American principle of religious 
liberty, buttressed by church-state 
separation. It holds that all churches 
are equal before the law and that 
there should be tax funds and official 
privileges for none. It stands for the 
free situation in which all of our 
American churches have thrived and 
grown strong. POAU has won its vic- 
tories—some spectacular, some the 
quiet, plodding kind. But the vic- 
tories we have won are not the im- 
portant thing. Just our being in ex- 
istence is the important thing. So 
long as we are there freedom has a 
voice and the threat of clerical dom- 
ination is given pause.” 





Because of space limitations, only 
a few high lights of the Ninth Na- 
tional Conference are reported in this 
issue; others will follow. 
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| NEWS From Jar and Near 


@ Couples adopting children in Illinois do not necessarily have to be of 
the same faith as the children, the State Supreme Court held on January 24. 
Reversing the Boone County Circuit Court, which had blocked the adoption 
of Roman Catholic twin girls by Mr. and Mrs. Dwayne Cooper, Presbyter- 
ians, of Belvidere, the high court ruled that the State Adoption Act “does 
not bar adoption irrespective of all other factors merely because the adopting 
parents are of a different religious persuasion than the child.” 

@ Norway’s constitutional ban against Jesuits was repealed re- 
cently by a parliamentary vote of 111 to 31. Supported by seven of 
the nine bishops of the State Lutheran Church, the repeal move 
succeeded after two previous defeats. All fifteen representatives of 
the Christian People’s Party (Kristeligt Folkeparti) voted against 
repeal on the ground that the Jesuit order constituted a continuing 
“danger to the morals of the nation,” but the administration’s 
argument—that the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights 
opposes such constitutional discrimination—prevailed. 

@ Factual public school courses about religion rather than in religion are 
not acceptable to America’s leading Roman Catholic theologian, Father 
Francis J. Connell of Catholic University, Washington, D. C. About such 
objective treatment of religion he says: “I believe that it would do little 
more than give the children the impression that the religious beliefs that 
exist in the world are nothing more than myths, similar to the ideas of the 
gods that prevailed among the ancient Greeks and Romans.” (American 
Ecclesiastical Review, September, 1956.) 

@ Religious instruction should be taken out of the tax-supported 
schools of Ontario and “restored to the church and home,” the 
Canadian Jewish Congress contended in a brief submitted in Jan- 
uary to provincial Premier Leslie Frost. The brief, which among 
other things complained that teachers-in-training could not obtain 
teaching certificates without having attended religious instruction 
classes, was supported by Christian Scientist and Unitarian offi- 
cials but opposed by Anglican and other Protestant leaders who 
argued that Ontario has a long history of church-state cooperation. 

@ Wisconsin Attorney General Stewart G. Heneck has been asked for 
an opinion on the legality of proposed use of the city of Ashland’s general 
tax fund for providing bus transportation for parochial school pupils. The 
Ashland city council had called upon Mayor Mark Movrich to submit the 
question to the attorney general, and, in a separate move, a school board 
member and Managing Editor John Chapple of The Ashland Daily Press 
called upon State Superintendent of Public Instruction C. E. Wilson to press 
the attorney general for an opinion favorable to the parochial schools on the 
ground that “segregation” in the distribution of school bus funds is uncon- 
stitutional. . . . In Vermont, State Senator Fred B. Crawford of Orleans 
County has withdrawn his bill calling for operation of public and private 
school bus systems “jointly through mutual cooperation . . ., thereby re- 
ducing costs to the taxpayers and non-public schools.” 

@ While the Vatican has been protesting strenuously against 
the restrictions imposed on Catholic cardinals by Communist pow- 
ers, it still carries in its Canon Law a rule (Canon 238) under which 
no cardinal who comes to visit the Pope can leave Rome without 
papal permission. Any church official who shows signs of rebellion 
may be detained indefinitely—and, of course, he must come to Rome 
on papal summons. 

@ The National Lutheran Council, at its annual convention in Atlantic 
City on February 1, expressed “grave concern over situations where interest in 
parochial schools has led to indifference and even opposition to adequate 
provisions for public school needs of a community.”’ While upholding freedom 
for church schools, the Council declared that “in our country public schools 
constitute the chief instrument of general education. . . .” 








“The Rising Tempo of Rome’s Demands,” an article by POAU Associate Director 
C. Stanley Lowell, has been reprinted from “Christianity Today,” and copies are avail- 
able from POAU headquarters at 5c each or $2 for 100. Other leaflets will be an- 
nounced soon. 
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House Unit Still Backs 
Excise Tax Exemptions 


Congressman Aime J. Forand of 
Rhode Island gave the “silent treat- 
ment” to the issue of excise tax ex- 
emption for non-public schools at a 
January 14 press conference which 
he held as chairman of the Subcom- 
mittee on Excise Taxes of the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. Nothing 
in the mimeographed press release 
which he handed to reporters made 
any allusion to objections made by 
POAU, at a November 27 subcom- 
mittee hearing (Church and State, 
December), to a proposed $3,000,000 
annual excise tax exemption for pri- 
vate educational institutions. 

With the press release reporters 
were handed the printed subcommit- 
tee report, dated December 31, 1956, 
embodying its recommendations to 
the full Committee on Ways and 
Means for action on H. R. 12298, 
Rep. Forand’s 395-page bill for 
“technical changes in the Federal 
excise tax laws ... ,” introduced on 
July 18, 1956. The entire press con- 
ference consisted of a few introduc- 
tory remarks by Chairman Forand 
and a question period during which 
two questions were asked. The sec- 
ond, put to the chairman by POAU 
Research Director Stanley Lichten- 
stein, concerned the proposed $3,- 
000,000 exemptions for non-public 
schools. Rep. Forand replied that 
the subcommittee had made no 
change in its recommendation—in 
other words, that it still backed the 
exemptions. Except for this exchange 
of question and answer, no one would 
have known from the press conference 
that, amid the welter of details con- 
cerning precious and semi-precious 
stones, clocks and clockcases, lug- 
gage, etc., etc., an issue affecting 
church-state relations and religious 
liberty was also involved. 

POAU will seek to carry the issue 
to the full committee at any further 
hearings which may be held. 
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To Subscribe... 


A year’s subscription to Church 
and State is yours as one of the bene- 
fits derived from the regular $3.00 
POAU minimum membership fee 
($2.00 of which is the subscription 
price). Simply check the appropriate 
box—_] new membership (_] renewal 
—then write your name and address 
in the margin below and tear out 
and mail to POAU, 1633 Massachu- 
setts Avenue, N.W., Washington 6, 
D. C., with remittance enclosed. 








Conferees Warned to Shun 
‘Red Riding Hood’ Role 


A warning against compromise of 
the principle of equal rights for all 
forms of belief was sounded by Dr. 
Frank H. Yost recording secretary of 
POAU and editor of the Seventh-day 
Adventist quarterly, Liberty, in his 
address, “The Drive for Freedom,” 
delivered on February 5 in Los An- 
geles at POAU’s Ninth National Con- 
ference on Church and State. 

“One danger,” he said, “is the cry 
for peace at any price. It is the cry of 
compromise, so disastrous to world 
peace when given at Munich in 1938, 
so politic, so economical, but so dan- 
gerous to freedom at any time. Na- 
tional conferences on peace between 
differing religious bodies can be mon- 
uments to human courtesy and kind- 
ness, and can lead to better under- 
standing, and should, through that 
understanding, give room for the 
working of the urge to freedom. But 
on this attractive platform all is not 
sweetness and light. If one of the 
parties in the lively scheme of co- 
operation presents only a seeming of 
accommodation, and is_ inwardly 
changing in no significant respect, 
the other and less alert parties of the 
conference of sweetness may find 
themselves to be little Red Riding 
Hoods, caught suddenly in the bared 
teeth of a false grandmother, recog- 
nized too late as a big bad wolf of 
bigotry and repression of religious 
freedom.” 

Dr. Yost said that the very word, 
“Christian,” has a history which con- 
stitutes a challenge to systems which 
would wed religion to power. “Six- 
teen centuries ago, and more,” he 
observed, “‘. . . the term, ‘Christian,’ 
was applied in contempt to people 
who worshipped and lived and talked 
differently from the mass of the pop- 
ulace. That word was shortened in 
its journey westward from Antioch 
in Syria, where it began, to ‘Chae- 
tien,’ and then to ‘Cretin.’ It was still 
a term of contempt. And when people 
thwarted in stature were noticed, 
they were seen to be so different, and 
so noted in contempt, that the term 
of contempt was applied too to them, 
and they were called Cretins—Chris- 
er Are some Christians still 
held in contempt because they are 
different? And do we still call those 
of retarded growth ‘Cretins,’ in con- 
tempt, because they are different? 
Let us say No to both, for the urge 
to freedom must result in deep re- 
spect for personality, where the drive 
for freedom resides.” 


4 





STUDENT POAU CHAPTER 





President Thomas A. Jackson of the Southeastern Baptist Seminary Chapter of POAU, 
Wake Forest, N. C., is shown above (left) as he received the chapter's charter from Na- 
tional Executive Director Glenn L. Archer last November. A special student membership rate 
of $1 has been established by POAU in a drive to enlist American youth on every campus 
in the cause of religious liberty. 





The rivalry among different sys- 
tems of church schools, and the pub- 
lic school system, Dr. Yost noted, 
sometimes gives rise to incidents of 
personal vindictiveness—as when 
one waitress said of another in his 
presence, “She went to parochial 
school. She can’t add!” This, he told 
his audience, was a “presumption of 
inferiority, intolerant in spirit!” 


The speaker testified, on the basis 
of his own experience in the U. S. 
Army in 1917, that attempts to im- 
pose religion on individuals by means 
of coercive authority commonly have 
results opposite from those intended. 
“One day in camp as I walked down 
the company street,” Dr. Yost re- 
called, “I noticed on the Bulletin 
Board an order, signed by the colonel, 
and I read that each Sunday at 
church call every soldier must fall 
in, answer roll call, and at command 
proceed to worship in the church 
meeting of his choice. As I read the 
order I said to myself, ‘I’m not go- 
ing to church.’ . . . [Later, he was 
told by the sergeant:] ‘You'll either 
go to church or chop wood.’ I said, 
‘T’ll chop wood,’ and I did.” Dr. Yost 
told his audience that he had de- 
cided, in his maturity, that he had 


been wrong “in not going to church 
every Sunday.” He added: 

“But I was not wrong in resisting 
compulsion to religion. Persuasion is 
one thing. Compulsion in religion is 
quite another, and the urge to free- 
dom must ever be alert against it, in 
any form.” 
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Anglican Church Leary 
Of ‘Offending’ State 


Church leaders 
posed changes in the canon laws of 
the Church of England were prevailed 
upon recently by their Primate, Dr. 
Geoffrey Francis Fisher, to delete a 
new canon which would have pro- 
hibited church marriages for divorced 
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still alive. The upper house of the 
Convocation of Canterbury yielded to 
Dr. Fisher's warning that insistence on 
this “minor” policy might stir up re- 
newed parliamentary criticism of the 
“establishment,” such as occurred after 
Princess Margaret decided against mar- 
rying Group Captain Peter Townsend, 
a divorcee, out of respect for “the 
Church’s teaching” and her “duty to 
the Commonwealth” (“Church and 
State,” December, 1955). 
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Victory in Pennsylvania, 
Defeat in New Jersey 


Advocates of church-state separa- 
tion and friends of POAU have re- 
cently scored one legal victory in 
Pennsylvania and suffered one legal 
defeat in New Jersey. 

In Pennsylvania on December 27 
the Supreme Court ruled out the last 
legal attempt by two petitioners to 
force Robinson Township, Allegheny 
County, to pay for the bus transpor- 
tation of students of Catholic paro- 
chial schools. In effect the ruling sus- 
tained a February, 1956 judgment 
that “The transportation of non- 
public school students in public 
school owned busses is ultra vires [be- 
yond the powers] as unauthorized 
under the provisions of the Public 
School Code [of Pennsylvania]. The 
final judgment means that Robinson 
Township school authorities have 
been spending public money unlaw- 
fully in transporting students of the 
new Holy Trinity (Catholic) parish 
in overcrowded public school busses 
at taxpayer’s expense, and they must 
stop the practice forthwith. 

On January 7 two Holy Trinity 
busses began to pick up their own 
students in Robinson Township at 
their own expense. But a bitter legis- 
lative battle on this question looms 
in the next session of the Pennsyl- 
vania legislature where pro-Catholic 
legislators have already announced 
their intention of having the statutes 
and constitution of Pennsylvania 
changed to permit tax payments for 
parochial school busses. POAU, 
which will aid actively in this fight, 
has sent congratulations to the brave 
citizens of Allegheny County who 
fought their suit to a successful con- 
clusion, including Mrs. Ola Gordon, 
president of the Township Taxpayers 
League, Vernon Houghton, secretary, 
and W. E. Kingston, treasurer, who 
is also president of Pittsburgh’s 
POAU Chapter. 

Unhappily, the long fight of Jersey 
City taxpayers to prevent the trans- 
ference of a large part of their great 
medical center to a Roman Catholic 
institution, Seton Hall University, 
ended in defeat on January 21, when 
the State Supreme Court at Trenton 
rejected the petition of the Jersey 
City Association for Separation of 
Church and State. This Association, 
headed by Dr. George C. Hollings- 
head, had fought a hard legal battle 
against the great “medical give- 
away” since 1954, but had been 
handicapped by the desertion of the 
first plaintiff before the case reached 
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a higher court. Starting over again, 
with new plaintiffs and the legal aid 
of Aaron Marder, Newark attorney, 
the Association carried the case to 
New Jersey’s highest court, but lost 
on a technicality. 

The high court ruled that the 
plaintiffs had not acted promptly 
enough to cancel the hospital lease, 
but at the same time the court ruled 
that the charge of unconstitutional 
commingling of church and state 
funds was premature because Seton 
Hall University had not yet signed a 
formal written management contract 
with Jersey City. Technically the 
constitutional issue is still open for 
a later suit, but the chances of suc- 
cess in such a suit are exceedingly 
remote after the city has allowed an 
expenditure of several million dollars 
by Seton Hall University. In effect 
the city and the Catholic hospital 
successfully cooperated to prevent a 
real test of the church-state separa- 
tion issue by a clever legal artifice, 
the operation of the hospital under 
an unwritten cooperative arrangement 
which sympathetic courts permitted. 


+ 


‘Understanding’? 


According to a report of The Cath- 
olic Review, in what is called “opera- 
tion understanding” Protestants are 
to be invited to an “open house” 
staged by Roman Catholic churches. 
Such a project was successfully car- 
ried through in Oklahoma City where, 
on a given Sunday, “about 10,000 
Protestants” visited the Roman 
churches of that city. They received 
an explanation of Roman Catholic 
worship and questions were answered. 
Two subsequent meetings were 
planned for those interested in be- 
coming converts. “Operation under- 
standing” is to be repeated in other 
parts of the country. 

There is much here to be com- 
mended. It is to be hoped that Prot- 
estants, also, will take up this idea. 
Why not an “operation understand- 
ing” to acquaint Roman Catholics 
with Protestant worship? Why not an 
“open house” Sunday when all Prot- 
estants would be encouraged to invite 
their Roman Catholic friends to at- 
tend their services, receive explana- 
tions and ask questions? 

Why not? Because what Protes- 
tants are free to do Roman Catho- 
lics are not free to do. A nice opera- 
tion in understanding when sponsored 
by the hierarchy becomes an insidious 
threat to the true faith when Prot- 
estant ministers take it up. What is 


considered broad and brotherly when 
done by Protestants becomes a mor- 
tal sin when done by Roman Cath- 
olics. 

What does understanding mean? 
Why should not all houses be open? 


+ 


* 
Irish North-South 
e © - a 9 
Fight ‘Religious 

Unofficial war in the form of border 
raids and bombings has broken out 
in Ireland where an outlawed Irish 
Republican Army is attempting to an- 
nex the six counties of Northern Ire- 
land to the southern Republic. Paul 
Blanshard, who spent more than six 
months in Ireland in the preparation 
of his book, The Irish and Catholic 
Power, has given Church and State 
the following comment on the strug- 
gle: 

Ostensibly the new unofficial war is a 
territorial struggle designed to bring all of 
the island under Dublin rule, and the 
Southern guerillas engaged in the demon- 
strations use all the standard phrases of 
tolerance and democracy in their propa- 
ganda. Actually the struggle represents an 
attempt by the Roman Catholics of the 
South, who comprise 95 per cent of the 
Republic’s population, to absorb the North- 
ern segment into a Catholic-dominated na- 
tion which is ruled in many aspects of its 
life from Rome. Fundamentally the struggle 
is really religious in that sense. 

The Northern Protestants have chosen 
British democracy in preference to the 
Dublin variety for a number of reasons. 
They have seen a Southern Minister for 
Health removed and driven from public 
life because he defied the Archbishop of 
Dublin in promoting a progressive mother- 
and-child health program. They see that 
the Irish Republic has virtually abolished 
public schools, has forbidden all birth con- 
trol and divorce, and has set up an all- 
Catholic national censorship board headed 
by a priest to review all books. Nominally, 
Protestant churches have freedom of re- 
iigion in the South, but the whole nation 
lives in a clerical strait-jacket. These North- 
ern people, in free and democratic elections, 
have chosen British affiliation in preference 
to Dublin affiliation by a vote of about 
2 to 1. They have their own local parlia- 
ment, and they elect members in the House 
of Commons. They do not see why their 
choice should be negated by the violence 
of guerillas. 

Nominally the Roman Catholic Church 
has repudiated the violent methods of the 
I. R. A., but there is no doubt that much 
popular support for the I. R. A. comes 
from the Roman Catholic people, and the 
leaders of the church have prepared the 
people for an intransigent attitude on the 
border question by years of propaganda. 
When Sinn Fein rebels recently planned 
national collections for the I. R. A. outside 
the doors of all Catholic churches in the 
South, the Catholic dailies suppressed all 
news of such events. The courageous Irish 
Times, the only non-Catholic daily in the 
South, broke through the censorship to 
report the plans. 
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Ruling Backs Church Bias 
In Tax-Aided Hospital 


Although built and operated partly 
with the aid of federal and state tax 
funds, St. Vincent’s Roman Catholic 
Infirmary, near Little Rock, Ark., 
was upheld in barring a doctor from 
its operating room on unstated (but 
presumably religious) grounds under 
a January ruling of Pulaski County 
Chancellor Guy E. Williams. Dr. J. K. 
Donaldson, who had challenged the 
religious order’ s right to exclude him, 
indicated that an appeal to the Ar- 
kansas Supreme Court was probable. 

At about the same time, adminis- 
trative actions were taken in localities 
of Louisiana and Pennsylvania which 
also affected the religious rights of 
doctors and patients. The board of 
commissioners of St. Landry Hospital 
Service District Two in Louisiana 
signed a contract authorizing the Sis- 
ters Marianites of the Holy Cross to 
operate the partly-built Opelousas 
General Hospital, while the Jameson 
Memorial Hospital of Newcastle, Pa., 
in a move designed to prevent possi- 
ble invasion of the patients’ privacy, 
barred use of the hospital’s lists by 
clergymen for “proselytizing” pur- 
poses. 

In the Arkansas decision, Chan- 
cellor Williams held that St. Vincent’s 
Infirmary was a private institution 
according to the legal definition— 
“one founded and maintained by pri- 
vate persons or a corporation, the 
state or municipality having no voice 
in the management of its property or 
the formation of rules for its gov- 
ernment.” The chancellor did not 
concern himself with the gross in- 
justice of an arrangement by which 
tax funds collected from all citizens 
are used by a private institution to 
force a sectarian medical code on doc- 
tors and patients of differing beliefs. 
POAU has repeatedly demonstrated 
the iniquitous results of this system 
of government -support - but - private - 
control—e. g., Church and State, 
March, 1952 and February and May, 
1954. 

Dr. Donaldson had been a staff 
surgeon at St. Vincent’s from 1936 
to the middle of 1952, at which time, 
he told the court, he was barred by 
the hospital administration from the 
operating room without any statement 
of the reason. But Chancellor Wil- 
liams declined to order Sister Mar- 
garet Vincent, the hospital adminis- 
trator, to reinstate the doctor. The 
chancellor said that St. Vincent’s ac- 
ceptance of federal Hill-Burton funds 
and state contributions for welfare 
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patients did not make it a public in- 
stitution. He even used the out-of- 
state location of the owner—the Naz- 
areth Literary and Benevolent Insti- 
tution of Kentucky—to add a final 
flourish to this argument, observing 
that if the institution were a public 
hospital it would be “an instrumen- 
tality of the state of Kentucky and 
would be absolutely without author- 
ity to carry on any activity within 
the state of Arkansas.” 

The Opelousas, La., General Hos- 
pital will be operated, according to 
the Baton Rouge Morning Advocate 
of January 5, by nuns “in accordance 
with provisions of acceptable stand- 
ards of hospital practice not in con- 
flict with the code of ethics for Cath- 
olic hospitals.” Sidney Sandoz, Jr., 
chairman of the district board of com- 
missioners, and Mother Mary of St. 
Adrian Collins, president of the reli- 
gious order, signed a contract under 
which the hospital will be leased to 
the Sisters Marianites for five years 
at $1 a year with the privilege of re- 
newal for another five years, and the 
board will erect a sisters’ home on 
the premises. 

In Newcastle, Pa., Superintendent 
Joseph Friedheim of the Jameson 
Memorial Hospital, said that all pa- 
tients “who wish privacy as to their 
admittance to the hospital will re- 
ceive it,” and that the hospital filing 
system would not be placed at the 
disposal of clergymen seeking to make 
converts. At the same time, he ob- 
served that the hospital was willing 
to cooperate with religious leaders in 
every legitimate way. The Newcastle 
Ministerial Association scheduled a 
meeting to clarify the situation. 
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TV Blunder 


(Continued from page 1) 


among persons of the Christian faith 
in the Chicago area.” Actually, ac- 
cording to Robert E. A. Lee, execu- 
tive secretary of Lutheran Church 
Productions (producer of the film), 
the station had “privately told us 
that it was at the receiving end of 
pressure from high Roman Catholic 
sources.”’ After the storm broke, how- 
ever, spokesmen for Samuel Cardi- 
nal Stritch and the Chicago chan- 
cery asserted that there had been no 
official protest from the Church or 
the Cardinal and any complaints 
from Catholics were “an individual 
matter if they saw fit to protest 
against a film they consider histori- 
cally inaccurate, if not downright in- 
sulting.” 

Responsibility for the cancellation 


was entirely assumed by the station. 
The sponsor of the scheduled tele- 
cast opposed the station’s decision 
and went on the air to apologize. 

POAU’s early telegrams of pro- 
test called upon both the House Un- 
American Activities Committee and 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission (FCC) to investigate the 
ban. Spearheaded by Chicago cler- 
gymen and laymen, a Protestant Ac- 
tion Committee was formed and at 
a January 9 meeting announced that 
it intended “to establish the princi- 
ple that all television stations shall 
interpret their federal licenses to 
broadcast in the public interest, con- 
venience and necessity, to require 
them to conform to the first amend- 
ment to the U. S. Constitution, pro- 
viding freedom of expression in reli- 
gion as well as in politics.” Jewish as 
well as Protestant leaders were 
among those who demanded lifting 
of WGN-TV’s ban and Patrick Mur- 
phy Malin, executive director of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, an- 
nounced later in St. Paul, Minn. 
(where he was addressing the fourth 
anniversary dinner of the American 
Religious Town Hall Meeting), that 
his organization would join others in 
protesting the ban formally to the 
FCC. Petitions against the ban were 
circulated in 1,600 churches under the 
auspices of the Church Federation of 
Greater Chicago. 

Calling on WGN-TV to reschedule 
Martin Luther, Dr. John W. Harms, 
executive vice-president of the church 
federation and chairman of the ac- 
tion committee, declared: 

“The issue is freedom and the 
committee intends to press for rec- 
ognition of this basic American issue 
on the Chicago airways.” 


+ 


Senate Unit Alerted 


POAU Executive Director Glenn L. 
Archer wrote to Senator Warren G. 
Magnuson of Washington on Janu- 
ary 29 asking that the Senate Com- 
mittee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce, which Magnuson heads, 
consider remedial action against the 
Martin Luther TV ban. Noting that 
the committee had a Subcommittee 
on Communications, Archer observed: 

“. . . A station which curbs the 
free expression of ideas is violating 
the American tradition and, presum- 
ably, the terms of its license. Every 
member of the audience has the right 
to turn off programs distasteful to 
him or her—but when station officials 
censor the air waves and television 
channels, they are taking that right 
away from the public.” 


CHURCH AND STATE 
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Hollywood Catholicizes 
‘Navy Log’ TV Epic 


The Navy Log TV program for 
December 12, 1956 offers an inter- 
esting example of the kind of thing 
that growing numbers of American 
people deeply resent. The story on 
Navy Log that night, entitled “Peril 
on the Sea,” was inspired by the ex- 
periences of Chaplain R. W. Rad- 
cliffe, a Methodist, serving aboard 
the carrier WASP in 1953. 


Chaplain Radcliffe heard about the 
program. Since Navy personnel were 
invited to submit ideas based on their 
own experience, he decided to submit 
the story of perilous moments aboard 
the WASP which had been very 
memorable to him. Since Chaplain 
Radcliffe was actually the hero of 
the story he made it very clear that 
he did not want to be mentioned in 
any way. He also specified that the 
chaplain in the program should be a 
chaplain oniy, and in no way identi- 
fied as Protestant or Catholic. 

The Navy Log planners were much 
impressed with Chaplain Radcliffe’s 
story and informed him that they 
intended to produce it for the TV 
show. When the story was eventually 
shown Chaplain Radcliffe was amazed 
and chagrined to find that the chap- 
lain was portrayed as a Roman Cath- 
olic. The identification was unmis- 
takably made by certain gestures and 
a certain prayer. When Chaplain 
Radcliffe protested against this treat- 
ment, he got no satisfaction. He was 
told that “certain changes had been 
made.” 

Friends of Chaplain Radcliffe 
brought the matter to the attention 
of POAU. The chaplain refused to 
discuss the incident and referred 
POAU to the Chief of Naval Infor- 
mation. 

Rear Admiral E. B. Taylor, Chief 
of Information, when questioned 
about the chicanery, declared flatly 
that “the written script as reviewed 
by this office did not in any way re- 
flect a particular faith or denomina- 
tion of the Navy Chaplain in the 
story. Such indications of a particu- 
lar faith or denomination . . . were 
additions or modifications to the 
Navy-reviewed script, made on the 
commercial production level, at the 
time of production; such changes are 
beyond the cognizance of this office.”’ 

If the Navy statement is taken as 
offered, it can mean but one thing: 
the show was changed in Hollywood 
where it was produced. Hollywood, 
which fears the Legion of Decency 
more than it respects common de- 
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cency, deliberately changed the Prot- 
estant chaplain (who was not identi- 
fied as such) into a Roman Catholic 
who was plainly identified as such. 
Here was a chance to curry favor 
with the bosses. There was no danger 
involved since the Protestants were 
too inept to do anything about it or 
even lodge an effective protest. 
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Kennedy Address 


(Continued from page 1) 


to be the average foot-size, as to at- 
tempt to impose a national religion 
on the people, the Bishop observed. 
He continued: 

“T am one of those individuals who 
still believes that men wear different 
shoes and have different ideas and in- 
stead of this being something to fear, 
it is a matter for rejoicing. The rec- 
ognition of human differences of taste 
and opinion with perfect freedom to 
debate one’s convictions, is not weak- 
ness but strength.” 

Decrying the “popular contem- 
porary idea that all separation is 
bad,” Bishop Kennedy offered a care- 
fully considered analysis of the ad- 
vantages and disadvantages of free- 
dom. Excerpts follow: 

. It is a foolish thing when Christian 
people regard themselves as competitors 
and practice un-Christian policies in trying 
to take advantage of one another. I be- 
lieve, however, that there are very great 
advantages in having different religious tra- 
ditions, and in receiving the stimulation that 
comes from other fellowships which put a 
certain tension on us by their aggressive 
commitment. I do not think the Middle 
Ages was nearly so good as some people 
picture it, and the price of one church in a 
society is a bigger one than most of us want 
to pay. I am more impressed with the 
strength of our Protestantism in the midst 
of its divisions than I am with its weakness. 

. . . It was said of Jesus that “He stirs 
up the people” and it has been said of every 
prophet who ever appeared, that he had 
the bad taste to speak of things which 
could have been kept covered. There is a 
kind of unity which can be attained if 
moral men will keep still, but it is a unity 
of sickness and not health... . 

The only true basis of unity is in God, 
for it is essentially a spiritual matter. We 
are together when we understand our com- 
mon heritage and our common destiny. 
There is unity when we believe that all men 
are brothers, for they all have a common 
Father. .. . 

When we accept our unity in God we 
accept a common respect for truth... . 
This means that every avenue has to be 
wide open and that no man must feel that 
because he does not belong to the proper 
party or to the proper church, he will not 
be allowed to speak. Every man’s opinions 
must be welcomed, and we must have what 
Francois de Fenelon, Archbishop of Cam- 
brai, said was “the right to be wrong in 
matters of religious belief.” 

. David Dudley Field, one of Amer- 


ica’s foremost jurists, put it this way: ‘The 
greatest achievement ever made in the 
course of human progress is the total and 
final separation of Church and State.’ I 
think it ought to be made clear, that those 
whose profound philosophy is to break 
down this separation, are either deliberately 
or ignorantly attacking the foundations of 
freedom. 

. . We have seen in other countries 
what happens when the state moves in to 
take control of the family. On the 
other hand, a church that seeks to domi- 
nate the home strikes at one of the founda- 
tions of freedom in the national life. By 
what authority does a church forbid mar- 
ried couples the right of divorce? The 
rising divorce rate is of profound concern 
to all of us but there could be something 
worse, and that would be men and women 
forced through religious pressure to remain 
together when their marriage has proved 
to be incompatible. This is the kind of 
unwarranted interference into the private 
affairs of people that is destructive of all 
that family life ought to stand for. Nor 
does a church have the right to say that 
marriage is to be only on its own basis 
and none other. It does not exist to control 
children but the home stands as an entity 
in itself, in which neither the state nor the 
church has a right to demand control. . 


Let us turn to the school and consider 
what happens when it falls under the dom- 
ination of either the church or the state... . 
The state has no right to say to any teacher 
that he has no right to private opinion, but 
must fit someone else’s conception of polit- 
ical orthodoxy. It has to insist that a teacher 
shall be free, within certain limitations of 
course, but essentially free to share the 
best he has with young people. 

Church interference is almost as bad as 
state interference. The church that separates 
its young people from other young people 
in America is doing more to damage the 
unity of the nation than the futile attack 
of communist propaganda. Professor George 
Cornish of the University of Toronto points 
out that at least a third of the Roman 
Catholic children in that city attend the 
non-sectarian public schools in preference 
to the parochial schools. This is not just 
a matter of Protestants versus Catholics, 
but a matter of Americans asking what 
creates unity and what creates division. 
While there are many of us who wish there 
could be a place for more spiritual em- 
phasis in the curriculum of the public 
school, still we will take it the way it is as 
a necessary price to pay rather than advo- 
cate church schools in opposition to the 
public school system. Besides, the home 
and the church must accept responsibility 
for moral and religious training of youth. 


The attacks that have been made recently 
on the public schools have been shameless 
attempts to discredit something America 
cannot live without. . . . We ought to honor 
our teachers and regardless of our religious 
convictions we ought to give to the public 
schools our utmost loyalty and complete 
support. . . . We need the best teachers 
and the best is only procurable within the 
atmosphere of freedom in which neither the 
state nor the church attempts to limit or 
dominate. 

. No one profits more from the free 
church than the state itself. When we can 
hear only what we want to hear and when 
we have so pressured men into keeping the 
unpleasant thing under the surface, we 
merely postpone what will be one day 
overwhelming national disaster. . . . 








Blanshard Cites Church 
Rule for Catholic Judges 


Catholic judges in the United 
States are specifically instructed to 
“go easy” in penalizing any citizens 
of their own faith who strike against 
our “unjust school taxes.” This reve- 
lation, with full documentation, was 
made by author Paul Blanshard in 
his closing address on February 5 at 
POAU’s Ninth National Conference 
in Los Angeles. “We hear about tax 
strikes in France,” Blanshard said, 
“promoted by French cardinals as a 
weapon to force public money into 
church treasuries. But most Ameri- 
cans are not aware that the same fun- 
damental policy is being promoted in 
our own country at the highest Cath- 
olic center of learning here, the Cath- 
olic University of America in Wash- 
ington.” 


‘Unjust’ 


Blanshard held up before his audi- 
ence a 1953 book, The Moral Obli- 
gations of Catholic Civil Judges, by 
Father John D. Davis, published by 
Catholic University under the Nihil 
Obstat of America’s top-ranking 
Catholic theologian, Father Francis 
J. Connell, dean of the university’s 
School of Sacred Theology. “This ap- 
proved and official work,” he said, 
“definitely informs Catholic judges 
that our American laws for educa- 
tional taxes for public schools only 
are ‘obviously unjust’ and that a 
Catholic judge ‘ought not to apply 
them’ except to avoid greater scandal 
or disturbance. This book goes on to 
declare: 

An example in our land of what might 
be called an unjust law opposed to a human 
good insofar as it burdens a special group 
excessively is the legal tax arrangement 


whereby Catholics contribute a large 
amount in taxes for educational purposes 





but do not receive anything from these 
collected funds for the support of their own 
parochial schools. . . . Since these laws are 
unjust, Catholics could not be held bound 
in conscience, in light of the demands of 
legal justice, to pay the excessive taxation, 
except in order to avoid scandal or disturb- 
anaes +. 

If because of the injustice involved a 
particular Catholic should refuse to pay a 
portion of his taxes, his portion of that 
part set aside for schools, and as a result 
be brought before the court in contesting 
the law, the Catholic judge should do what 
he can to show the law’s injustice and to 
avoid its application. . . . The most miti- 
gated penalty possible should be inflicted. 
(pp. 165-6). 

POAU members may secure this 
book for $2.50 from the Catholic Uni- 
versity Press, Washington, D. C. It 
contains the famous address of Pope 
Pius XII to Italian Catholic Jurists 
in December, 1949. 
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State High Court Reviews 


Denial of Sect’s Charter 


Common Pleas Judge William R. 
Toal’s rejection last July of an evan- 
gelical group’s charter application 
(Church and State, September) was 
realistically appraised by a Pennsy]l- 
vania Supreme Court justice at a 
hearing January 9. According to the 
Philadelphia Evening Bulletin of that 
date: 

“Justice T. McKean Chidsey re- 
marked that he interpreted the lower 
court ruling as saying, ‘You can go 
out and convert Roman Catholics, 
but don’t say you are doing it.’ ” 

The lower court’s denial of the 
charter application by The Conver- 
sion Center of 18 West Eagle Road, 
Havertown (in Oakmont, Haverford 
Township, Delaware County) was 
based by Judge Toal on the following 
statement in the proposed articles of 
incorporation: 

“This corporation will place par- 
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ticular emphasis on the evangeliza- 
tion and conversion of adherents of 
the Roman Catholic faith, providing 
spiritual, temporal and financial as- 
sistance, especially to their converted 
clergy.” 

Judge Toal’s opinion held that “the 
court should refuse this charter unless 
the second paragraph of the purpose 
as set forth in the Articles |i. e., the 
paragraph quoted above] is excluded 
from the Charter. . . .”’ The Conver- 
sion Center refused to delete the 
paragraph and it was denied a char- 
ter. 

Attorney Robert C. Grasberger, 
representing the Conversion Center 
at the Supreme Court hearing before 
seven justices, argued, among other 
things, that his clients’ purpose was 
analogous to that of the Catholic In- 
formation Center at 17th and Chest- 
nut Streets, and that the “Court of 
Common Pleas No. 4 of Philadelphia 
County, June Term, 1939, granted 
such charter to permit proselyting by 
Christians among members of the 
Jewish faith—i. e.: Jn re Friends of 
Israel Missionary and Relief Society, 
Inc.” He added: “It is also interest- 
ing to note that the Roman Catholics 
have a corporation organized for the 
purpose of converting Protestant cler- 
gymen, i. e., St. Paul’s Guild.” 

The Evening Bulletin quoted re- 
marks made at the hearing by Jus- 
tices Michael A. Musmanno and John 
C. Bell, Jr., as well as Justice Chid- 
sey. Musmanno “questioned how the 
center could promote good will when 
it is criticizing the Catholic Church 
on radio broadcasts.” Bell “observed 
that he felt after reading over the 
charter that it was ‘perfectly proper,’ 
but added that he agreed with Justice 
Musmanno that some of the views of 
the witnesses at the lower court hear- 
ing ‘are perfectly terrible.’ ” 

POAU is convinced that Justice 
Toal, in denying the charter so as 
to avoid placing the court’s “blanket 
of approval” on activity which might 
cause a “condition of unrest” in the 
community, was casting basic Amer- 
ican principle aside. “Unrest”’—in the 
sense of intellectual ferment, contro- 
versy—is enshrined in our way of 
life and protected by our laws. In ex- 
ercising his right to freedom of speech 
as well as freedom of religion, an 
American citizen may express pro- 
vocative ideas, and no court has the 
right to curb his expression in the 
absence of a clear and present danger 
to the government itself. 

The decision of the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court is expected to be an- 
nounced before long, possibly around 
March 1. 
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